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It can be common for families to feel overwhelmed with the anticipation of the financial cost of long term rehabilitation for their loved one. If you find yourself in this situation it is comforting to know that there are pockets of money that can potentially be accessed if you just know where to look. Many family members have taken on the role of advocacy and creative services are emerging as a result. In some instances, the very source of service delivery may have been spear-headed by families who have walked this journey before you. 
Searching for funding and services outside of the mainstream government sector can produce fruitful results, especially for those families of loved ones that do not have a third party claim.
GOVERNMENT FUNDING
The first place to look for funding is government websites. These websites are usually very user friendly, outlining criteria for eligibility and contact information. In a country where there is a socialized medical plan, many of the necessary interventions are available through these publically-funded structures. Navigating through the maze of government and quasi-government health services can be overwhelming at first.  Here are a list of helpful “search words” that can make the search faster and easier.
	
· Home care
· Long term care
· Assisted Living
· Homemakers
· Help at home
	
· Meal preparation
· Nursing home visits
· Home maintenance services
· Financial aid programs
· Disability programs

	
· Tax benefits program
· Supplemental security income
· Social security disability income
· Disability benefits
· Social security
· Registered disability savings plan




In some regions, if the options are explored there may be a combination of government and co-pay opportunities. In many cases, it’s as simple as asking your family doctor to refer you to the service, in other cases you may be assessed for eligibility based on your needs and income level.

MEDICATION 
There may be coverage for medications though your employer’s policy, your spouse’s policy or through a government service. Ask your local pharmacist for the eligibility requirements and services provided. The search words are:


	
· Medication
· Pharmaceuticals
· Prescriptions
· Pharmacare




VOCATIONAL RETRAINING
There are a variety of agencies that focus on pre-vocational and work re-entry programs. It is a good idea to contact those government divisions that focus on employment, such as human resources, employment and immigration, human resources and development, and welfare.  These departments generally have employment counselors that you can speak to. They may also have funds allocated for diagnostic vocational testing. The key search words are:
	
· Employment
· Vocation
· Pre-vocation
· Employability
· Return to work
	
· Work hardening programs
· Human resources
· Skill development
· Rehabilitation services



DISABILITY TAX CREDIT
There are many tax deductions for persons living with a disability. This of course will vary from country to country. Some categories found to be eligible for tax benefits may include the following search words:
	
· Education
· Textbooks
· Child disability benefits
· Children’s art supplies
· First time home buyer

	
· Permanent mobility impairment
· Supplies
· Specially equipped vehicles
· Healthcare services
· Homemaker services
· Attendant care

	
· Personal care and supervision
· Home delivered meals
· Recreational programs
· Medical devices and supplies
· Transportation



WORKERS COMPENSATION
Monies collected by employees go into a general fund known as the accident fund. These monies can be disbursed for a variety of services. For those insured under the Worker’s Compensation Act, visit their website using these search words:
	
· Rehabilitation
· Wage loss benefits
· Medical aid
· Permanent disability
· Partial disability
	
· Temporary disability
· Dependency benefits 
· Physical restoration
· Vocational evaluation 

	
· Job placement services
· Case management
· Help to find a new career
· Counseling



VETERAN’S AFFAIRS and MILITARY BENEFITS
To receive a disability benefit you must have a diagnosed medical condition or disability and be able to show that the condition or disability is related to your service.               
Search words:
	· Rehabilitation
· Wage loss benefits
· Medical aid
· Permanent disability
· Partial disability
· Temporary disability
· Dependency benefits 
· Physical restoration

	· Vocational evaluation 
· Counseling
· Job placement services
· Mental health
· Case management services
· Monthly income
· Retirement benefit
· Health care benefit
· Help to find a new career

	
· Vocational rehabilitation
· Career transition programs
· Return to work
· Post-traumatic stress disorder
· Adaptive lifestyle
· TBI programs
· Injured soldiers network
· Disability compensation





ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS 
It has been noted that there may be special benefits to first nations/aboriginal/native persons. The eligibility requirements vary; to search applicability the following search words may be helpful:

	· Employment
· Vocation
· Pre-vocation
· Employability
· Return to work
· Work hardening programs
· Human resources
· Skill development
	· Rehabilitation services
· Clinical psychology
· Social work
· Neuropsychology
· Mental health therapist
· Family support
· Counseling



VICTIM’s ASSISTANCE
Victims of violence may have very specific needs as well as the needs associated with traumatic brain injury. The following search criteria may be helpful. Search words:
	· Mental health/counseling expenses
· Pain and suffering
· Support for a child born as a result of a sexual assault
· Lost wages for incapacitated or disabled victims
· Lost support for dependents of victims
· Funeral expenses
	· Rehabilitation for disabled victims
· Expenses to obtain documents
· Expenses to attend hearings
· Services to replace work in the home previously performed by the victim
·  Property loss/damage



BLUE CROSS and BLUE CROSS SHIELD
Services may be available through Blue Cross and Blue Cross Shield search words:
	· Vision care
· Registered therapists 
· Health practitioners benefits 
· Naturopaths
· Massage therapists
· Physiotherapists
· Chiropractors
· Speech pathologists
· Chiropodists/podiatrists
· Osteopaths
· Nursing benefits 
· Doctor’s visits
· Hospital expenses
	· Psychologists
· Audiologists
· Acupuncturists 
· Registered dieticians 
· Hospital accommodation 
· Hospital daily cash benefit 
· Local ambulance benefits 
· Private duty care 
· Prescriptions 
· Professional services.



PRIVATE DISABILITY INSURANCE
Depending on the underwriter and the specific policy and coverage some benefits may apply. Search words:
	· Vision care
· Registered therapists 
· Health practitioners benefits 
· Naturopaths
· Massage therapists
· Physiotherapists
· Chiropractors
· Speech pathologists
· Chiropodists/podiatrists
· Osteopaths
· Nursing benefits 
· Doctor’s visits

	· Psychologists
· Audiologists
· Acupuncturists 
· Registered dieticians 
· Hospital accommodation 
· Hospital daily cash benefit 
· Local ambulance benefits 
· Private duty care 
· Prescriptions 
· Hospital expenses
· Professional services



HOME OWNER INSURANCE
Depending on the policy and coverage some benefits may apply. Many homeowner policies provide coverage which will pay a certain amount of medical bills, regardless of how the injury occurred, so long as it happened on the premises of the homeowner. Accordingly, homeowner insurance policies, and any excess or umbrella policy should be carefully examined to determine whether or not there is medical coverage under the terms and provisions of that particular policy.  This will need to be done promptly because many policies contain language requiring the notice of injury or proof of claim to be filed promptly.
TRAVEL INSURANCE
Depending on the policy and coverage some benefits may apply.
ALTERNATE SOURCES OF FUNDING fOR SERVICE PROVISION
1. Government employment agencies such as the office of vocation and rehabilitation may have a budget for diagnostic and vocational testing and may subcontract out to professionals with experience in traumatic brain injury. Check your government websites.
2. Government departments of education/special education may provide assessment, consultation and additional classroom assistance for children with brain injury. Check your ministry of education website.
3. Some government agencies in the departments of social service or welfare may provide additional services including income assistance for individuals with brain injury. Check your government website
4. Nonprofit organizations such as child care resources societies, child development centers, youth organizations and organizations focused on the homeless, may have within their mandate and budget service provision to assist individuals with traumatic brain injury. Check your community resource listings and nonprofit organization websites.
5. Private foundations may accept applications for funding. 
6. Organizations such as Brain Trusts may have access to funding through application.
7. National, provincial and state brain injury associations will have a wealth of information on how to apply and access funding. They may also provide drop in services, support groups, as well as some professional services.
PRIVATE FUNDING
Once your loved one is discharged to the community it is quite common for the rehabilitation to be provided by private service providers. They would be funded either by an advance from the tort claim, a settlement or through the no fault portion of the insurance policy. These companies may also provide some pro bono assistance if no other funding is available.
FUND RAISING  
“HelpHOPElive” This organization’s website is unique in that it focuses on fund raising, taking on the more difficult aspects of fund management and issuing tax receipts. It is exclusive to the United States.  Nevertheless, the reason the author included it is, it serves as a wonderful template for advocates in other countries demonstrating what can be done in the arena of fund raising. A visit to their user friendly website is recommended.
 “HelpHOPELive is a nonprofit fundraising solution for individuals and families with unmet medical bills related to a transplant, catastrophic injury such as traumatic brain injury or illness. Drawing on decades of experience, they provide: personalized fundraising guidance (one-on-one support); customized fundraising materials (appeal letters, solicitation forms, event flyers); free web pages for online fundraising; traditional and social media support; ease of bill payment; tax deductibility and fiscal accountability; and more. 
Celebrating 30 years of service, HelpHOPELive has provided more than $73 million in financial support, helping thousands of people nationwide in the United States to bridge the financial gap between what their health insurance will cover and what they actually need to heal, live and thrive.” (58)  
For more information: call 800.642.8399 or visit www.helphopelive.org. 
When searching this site be sure to visit their link to resource sites.

SUMMARY
Various forms of third party funding are available to those who have an insurance or liable claim. There are also opportunities in a tort action to request an advance on the claim. In the author’s experience this may be possible with a larger, more experienced law firm, when the limits of the policy are strong, and the liability is clearly assigned to the defendant.
Your first recommended point of contact, after the medical staff in hospital and the family doctor, is your local and national brain injury association (family handout #5). As your loved one’s needs become more apparent, they can assist in directing you to relevant organizations. If a case manager or social worker has been assigned to your loved one’s case this person will also be versed on current options for additional funding. It’s important to identify that funding for these purposes does not refer to wage loss but rather intervention, medical/rehabilitation and vocational costs. 
These types of programs are ever-changing and growing. This inventory was researched in August of 2013. In the event that your loved one does not fall within the eligibility requirements for the above mentioned lists we will move to one more option: Family handout # 10 “the use of volunteers”.

