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LEVELING MATH WORKSTATIONS IN GRADES K-2

What are 

workstations?

Why level 
workstations?

How do  

you level 

workstations?

Reflection 
Question

The purpose of the workstation is for students to make 
sense of the math that they are learning. 

They are spaces to learn, to grow, to be challenged 
and to stretch. They are familiar. Students should never 
be at a workstation that they don’t understand. Great 
workstations allow students to solidify their content 
knowledge and skills through purposeful practice.

If everyone does the same thing at the same time, then 
we have some students who are bored and others who 
are frustrated. So we do leveled workstations so that 
everyone is working on activities that are just right for 
their level. 

Leveled workstations are about giving students the 
opportunity and the time needed to learn and own the 
mathematical ideas they are working with. In order to 
level, we have to be aware of the different developmental 
stages of learning a concept. We need to know what 
came before the standard, what came after the standard 
and what the microprogressions are within the standard.

Assessment is the key. We have to know where students 
are so we can decide where and how we need to take 
them next on their learning journey. For example, in 
kindergarten, there are 20 levels of counting. If we know 
what level our students are on then we can set up 
counting activities that are appropriate for practice.

How well would you say that the teachers on your grade 
level know the developmental learning continuums for 
counting, numbers, place value, basic fact fluency and 
word problems?
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In Chapter 4 of Leveling Math Workstations, Dr. Nicki Newton looks at 
the role of the learning trajectories and how they should influence 
our set-up of counting workstations. Counting workstations should 
go way beyond setting up counting jars and counting bags. There are 
20 levels of counting and we need stations that address the various 
needs of the students in our classrooms so that they are working on 
meaningful activities. Here are a few examples of leveled workstation 
activities for counting levels 6, 7 and 8. 

Leveling 

Counting 

Workstations

Figure 4.3Level 6

https://www.routledge.com/Leveling-Math-Workstations-in-Grades-K2-Strategies-for-Differentiated/Newton/p/book/9780367137946?utm_source=shared_link&utm_medium=post&utm_campaign=B190406897
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Figure 4.4

Level 7



For permission to reproduce this snapshot for educational purposes, please contact giana.georgi@taylorandfrancis.com. 4

LEVELING MATH WORKSTATIONS IN GRADES K-2

Figure 4.5

Level 8
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LEVELING MATH WORKSTATIONS IN GRADES K-2

Figure 4.6
Level 8

Read more about leveling different 
kinds of math workstations in  
Dr. Nicki Newton’s newest book

Workstations covered include Counting Workstations, Number 
Workstations, Place Value Workstations, Fluency Workstations and 
Word Problem Workstations, with a practical concluding chapter on 
Action Planning. This last chapter guides you in creating a specific 
plan so that you can start doing leveled workstations right away. 

Purchase your copy of Leveling Math Workstations in Grades K-2: 
Strategies for Differentiated Practice by Dr. Nicki Newton today!

https://www.routledge.com/Leveling-Math-Workstations-in-Grades-K2-Strategies-for-Differentiated/Newton/p/book/9780367137946?utm_source=shared_link&utm_medium=post&utm_campaign=B190406897
https://www.routledge.com/Leveling-Math-Workstations-in-Grades-K2-Strategies-for-Differentiated/Newton/p/book/9780367137946?utm_source=shared_link&utm_medium=post&utm_campaign=B190406897

